SO L JCommi MCA Student Receives National Honors
in the lerary of Congress Letters about Literature Contest

After being selected as North Carolina’s middle school state winner, Janet Snow ,
MCA eighth grader, received a National Honor Award in the “Letters about
Literature” contest sponsored by the Library of Congress’ Center for the Book. She
is one of only eighteen winners out of 69,000 entries, and one of only four middle
school winners nationwide. Through this program, students write letters to authors
to let them know how their work has changed the student’s life or their view of the
world. Janet wrote to Susan Cooper, author of Over Sea, Under Stone. As a
National Honor Award Winner, Janet received a $100 Target Gift Card and was
able to nominate the library of her choice to receive a $1,000 Letters About
Literature Reading Promotion Grant. Janet selected our MCA Library to receive the
$1,000 grant. Thank you, Janet!

Janet Snow

MCA Competes and Wins in “Project Citizen”
The NC Bar Association recently recognized several MCA students for their work on a project entitled “Project Citizen”
sponsored by We the People, which is funded by the US Department of Education, directed by the Center for Civic
Education, and administered in North Carolina by the Law-Related Education program of the NC Bar Association

Foundation.

Students who took the M-Power elective during first trimester worked on issues they saw as problems in the
community. Students addressed issues of illiteracy, controlling animal population, pet education, and declining
government awareness. After taking an in-depth look at these issues, students looked at existing policies and came
up with proposals to help combat the problems. Finally, students were charged with developing an action plan to

influence the appropriate government officials to effect change.

MCA came away from the competition with three awards. The NC Bar Association invited the group placing second in
the competition to the NC Legislative Building in Raleigh to present their project to a panel of lawyers, a Supreme

Court Justice, and representatives from the We the People Foundation.
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Carol Gause, Jordan Francis , Nicole Kesler Shianna Johnson, LeAndra Hargrave,
(MCA middle school teacher), Mary Beth Madison Joyce , and Taylor McMillian
Browne , and Will Campbell pose with their (not pictured) won the *Most Creative”
project “Addressing Declining Government award for their project on pet education
Awareness” and their 2nd Place award. which focused on responsible pet care.
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Katle Knight and Laken Gwyn won an
honorable mention for their project about
overcoming adult illiteracy in Surry County.




Front row: Dana Erickson, Laura Browne, lan Nelson, Thomas Ter
Griffin Spencer Back row: Mary Beth Browne, Janet Snow, lan
Owens, Josh Huson, Wesley Lima, and Peter Balogh; Not pictured:
Gentry Williamson .
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MCA Student is Elected

President of NCSAS
of the NC Student Academy

elected Emma Cassell , an

the president-elect before

e cassoll president the following year.

Left to right: Janet Snow, Laura Browne, lan Owens, and

Middle School Teacher Rob Halpern
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At the March 25 state meeting

of

Science (NCSAS), attendees
MCA 8th grader, as the student
president-elect of the NCSAS.
Emma will serve one year as

moving on to serve as student

Research Paper Competition Winners
Twenty-seven MCA students competed in the North
Carolina Student Academy of Science Research Paper
competition, held at the NC School of Science and Math,
in Durham, NC, on March 25, and twelve of those
students won awards for their papers. To participate in
this competition, students wrote research papers based
on their science projects, and presented them to a panel
of judges and peers from other schools. Students are
judged on the fidelity and precision of their scientific
methods and the reasonability of their findings.

Winning first place awards were lan Owens in the
technology in flight division, Laura Browne , in the
behavioral science division, and Janet Snow , in the
environmental, air, and soil division. Second place
awards were given to Peter Balogh in the chemistry
division, and Dana Erickson in the environmental, air,
and soil division. Third place awards went to the team
of Griffin Spencer, Gentry Williamson, Josh Huson
and Thomas Terry in the technology in flight division,
Mary Beth Browne in the environmental division, lan
Nelson in the math and computers division, and Wesley
Lima in the environmental, air, and soil division.

NC Science and

Engineering Fair Winner
In Raleigh, on March 26, Mary Beth
Browne , an MCA 8th grader, won
1st place at the state level of the NC
Science and Engineering Fair and
she won the Stockholm Water
Prize, for her work on “Water for the
World: Is Solar Distillation an
Effective Means of Producing
Potable Water?” Mary Beth
received $100 from the NCSEF,
and another $100 as the Stockholm
Water Prize.

Mary Beth Browne

MCA Students Attend SMT Banquet

MCA students were recently honored at the Science, Math,
and Technology (SMT) Banquet in Cary, NC, for their first
place awards at the NC Student Academy of Science
research paper competition. This event is an annual affair
sponsored by the NC SMT Center for Education, to recognize
outstanding students, educators, and businesses in the areas
of science, math, and technology.
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