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With the educational budget cuts that have recently occurred in North Carolina and across the United States, some 
schools have cut their music and art departments as a means for saving money.  This is not the case at Millennium 
Charter Academy where both programs are thriving.  Much is said in the media about the importance of STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math), and there is no denying that these fields are absolutely vital to the 
success of our students and, indeed, our success as a nation.  However, the fine arts are equally important and vital to 
our success.  The arts, whether visual or performing, provide an outlet to express creativity.  It is this same creativity 
that will ultimately enable some students to become artists and musicians, and  others to become inventors, 
technologists, and scientists.  Creativity is a necessary element in problem solving, whether those problems are 
medical, scientific, economic, or political.  It behooves us as a school, and as a nation, to foster it.  

In many cases, the fine arts and technology beautifully merge together.  Our recently held seventh annual Art 
Converging with Technology (ACT VII) program showcased many of these convergent fields and allowed our students 
to experience firsthand the inspiration and beauty they provide. Think of the beauty and precision with which our 
firefighters operate their equipment and protect our community. Notice the perfect blend of art and technology in 
beautifully colored and sculpted wall laminates created solely through computer programming and precision machine 
work. These and many more arts and technologies were presented to our students.  Hopefully they learned that 
technology and the fine arts together are important to our society, and that MCA as a school values the influence of art 
and music on our students. 

When asked if they thought art and music were important, a random group of MCA seventh graders replied “Yes, 
because we enjoy them!” “Art and music give us a way to express ourselves,” “It lets us relax our brains from our other 
work,” “Creating art and music helps take away stress,” and “Art makes things more beautiful.” These statements 
alone, much less the loftier goal of inspiring creativity, are reason enough to prosper our art and music programs at 
MCA.  Please enjoy this edition of The Herald which presents the case for the fine arts, and take some time for yourself 
to enjoy the beauty that art and music bring to our world.    

The Importance of Art and Music at MCA    by Lu Ann Browne

The Value of Creating with Art
by Mary McCormick

For decades, the connection between consistent 
art and music education and increased test 
scores has been apparent.   Visual art education 
develops all kind of learning skills including 
visual and spatial acuity, hand-eye coordination, 
value, judgment, planning and implementation 
of self direct designs, problem solving, self 
expression, and an appreciation and awareness 
of our place in the world.  However, in the 
broader context of a consumer society; the 
value of individuals who create cannot be 
underestimated. Creating with one’s own two 
hands addresses and changes how one values 
the world and oneself. A school of young 
creators and creative thinkers who are learning 
to look at and evaluate the world around them 
with a discerning eye is a good start on a better 
tomorrow.

Artwork created by MCA 2nd graders, depicting their creations of flowers 
(top two rows) and waves (bottom two rows).  MCA 2nd graders study the 
works of artists Georgia O’Keefe and Katsushika Hokusai as inspiration 
for their paintings as part of the Core Knowledge curriculum. 
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Music Matters by Rodney Money

When asked the question of “Why is music education important?” especially in a time when the arts are cut out of our 
schools due to budget cuts, my soul is the first to ignite in a proclamation to the “unbeliever” and proclaim with a sound 
of a blazing trumpet: Music is the only art of heaven given to earth, and it is the only art of earth we take to heaven. To 
not study this gift would be a crime not only against our very own nature, but also to the One True Almighty.

But for the ones who seek another answer, I offer the following: No matter what you are learning, music will help you 
with everything in life. In math, music helps with matters such as fractions, addition, and even geometry since music is 
written in dots that form lines and shapes. When involved with sports or dancing, music helps with coordination, skill, 
and timing. When studying composers, we find they often wrote about events of their times and what mattered most to 
them. Studying different musical styles of the world helps people appreciate and embrace different cultures, teaching 
tolerance.

There are parents who dream their child will grow up to be an engineer. They will find the truth very surprising and 
rewarding that a composer and an engineer are literally the same. A good computer programmer is a composer. Both 
composers and programmers aim to translate their ideas into written commands that will be processed and carried out 
by others based on the rules of their language. While programmers use source code, composers use notes in the form 
of dots on staff paper.  Music is the universal language that all can understand. Where words fail, music speaks, and 
life without music is a desert.

Right: The 
Mount Airy 
Fire Dept. 
operates 
“Ladder 10”
with skill and 
precision for 
first grade.

Above:  Jessica Simmons 
demonstrates the art of 
soap making with help 
from student Jessica 
Williamson.

Below:  Dan Fazioli, MCA 
grandparent and retired engineer, 
explains the beauty of STEM 
careers to students.

Above:  The North Surry High School Honors Chorus 
wowed the student body with their presentations.

Above:  Jason Easter (center) and his family members performed 
for students, showing them various types and styles of music that 
can be created with acoustical instruments. 

Left: The 
Energyze 
Guyz from 
Duke 
Energy 
performed 
for grades 
K-3. 


